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No clear answers after
“Send Silence Packing”
ELLIE KLEE
NEWS EDITOR

Vice President for Student Affairs Meredith Bonham ‘92 and Director of Health and Counseling Center Chris Smith speak to Student Council. | BEN NUTTER AND ELLIE KLEE

Chris Smith, director of the Cox Health and Counseling Center, showed up to Monday
evening’s Student Council meeting still wearing a complimentary blue bracelet from last week’s
“Send Silence Packing” exhibit.
At the meeting, he fielded questions from student representatives and spoke with the Peer
Counselors (PCs) for the first time since the backpacks appeared on Peirce Lawn. It was the
second public panel on “Send Silence Packing,” following last Thursday’s community forum
sponsored by Vice President for Student Affairs Meredith Harper Bonham ’92.
Bonham revealed the formation of a Task Force on Emotional Health and Well-being at the
end of the forum, which she is co-chairing with Professor of Music Dane Heuchemer. Plans
for the task force were in the works before “Send Silence Packing” arrived on campus. The task
force also includes Smith, four student representatives, two staff members, two faculty members and a College trustee. Over the course of the year, they intend to “take a look at what’s happening, what resources we currently offer at Kenyon and what additional resources we need to
bring to campus,” Bonham said.
The announcement was met with mixed reactions from the audience. “While ultimately
there is some form of bureaucratic progress towards listening to students essentially being
made, a major source of frustration from the students is that it is very focused on people who
have already sort of been socially approved by the College,” Ronan Weber ’20 said at the forum.
“It is too little, too late because a lot of students have been saying this kind of thing for years and
have only just started feeling like maybe they’re going to be heard.”
The forum was marked by tension between staff members, particularly Bonham and Smith,
and students. Those in attendance were invited to speak their minds on the exhibit and, more
broadly, the College’s counseling services. They asked questions, cited statistics and shared personal stories.
“I just couldn’t go to class and I couldn’t eat yesterday,” Blue Semmelhack ’22 said, “without
being beaten over the head by statistics that don’t make me feel better, that don’t make me feel
seen, that make me feel in a pool of faceless people, of backpacks meant to look like a graveyard.”
Many students voiced frustration at both a lack of mental health resources and the quality of
existing resources, including counseling staff, ProtoCall, Campus Safety and the Title IX office.
“I really, really want to believe that you guys have our best interests at heart,” said Sabrina
Halavi ’20. “But after I know you all have been aware of this issue for months on end, maybe
even a year, maybe longer, it just feels impossible that things are still the way that page 4

Black Student Union celebrates a half-century of solidarity
EVEY WEISBLAT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

Just over 70 years ago, Allen Ballard ’52
and Stanley L. Jackson ’52 became the first
black students to enroll at Kenyon. Two
decades later, in 1969, the Black Student
Union (BSU) was founded. Over the next
few years, its founders took strides — establishing a lounge for black students, petitioning the school to enroll more black students and hire black faculty — that would
ultimately transform black students’ experiences at Kenyon in the decades to come.
Now Kenyon is celebrating 50 years of
the BSU on campus. This past weekend, alums, students, faculty and administrators
gathered together to commemorate this
anniversary with a series of events, panels and ceremonies that highlighted the
groundbreaking achievements of past BSU
members.
Though BSU reunions occur every five
years, Chris Kennerly, associate dean of
students and director of the Office of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (ODEI), believes that this one is especially significant
because it coincides with 50 years of coeducation at the College.
“The 50th is a significant number in everything we do. When you turn 50, that’s
magical; [when you] celebrate 50 years of
anything, that’s a celebratory time,” Ken-

Black Student Union members, past and present, gather on the stage in Rosse Hall
after Michelle Alexander kicks off the weekend celebrations. | BEN NUTTER

nerly said. “But I think this was special
because there was also the intersection of
women at Kenyon and in that first class of
women at Kenyon there were three African-American women, [all] of [whom] became founders of the BSU.”
For others, however, the weekend was a
reminder of the diversity Kenyon still lacks.
Tariq Thompson ’21 said that attending the
events made him realize that the norm of
predominantly white spaces at Kenyon is
not something he should feel pressured to
feel comfortable with or blindly accept.
“I convinced myself that I was comfortable in these [predominantly white] spaces,

even though I realize now that I’m not,”
Thompson said. “And so I think the whole
of BSU weekend, having so many people
that look like me and can speak to my experiences … just felt very uplifting.”
The BSU was established during the
1969-70 academic year, chiefly due to the
efforts of Ed Pope ’70, Eugene “Buddha”
Peterson ’70, Gary Hayes ’71, Roland Parson ’71 and Keith O’Donnell ’72 during the
previous year. In January of 1969, a list of
demands from 10 black students was handdelivered to President William Caples. According to the Founders’ Reflection in the
BSU50 booklet, the “Statement of Policy

on Black Students at Kenyon College” requested an “increase in black student enrollment, black studies and black faculty.”
However, the president refused to meet
with the founders, leaving it to Dean of
Students Thomas Edwards to negotiate
with the students, who worked to establish
a BSU lounge on the second floor of Peirce:
“In 1969, once Dean Edwards persuaded
the president and faculty in opposition that
our demands were reasonable, he found the
space that today is perhaps the most centrally located student space on campus …
That gave us the opportunity to establish
ourselves as a Black Student Union. We had
a ‘place.’ For many years, the lounge was
known by black student as ‘THE PLACE.’”
While many of the founders’ demands
have been met, it may be surprising for
some to know that the first black woman
faculty member to earn tenure is Professor
of Sociology Marla Kohlman, and that the
first black faculty member to be promoted
to full professor is Associate Provost for Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Ted Mason.
At the same time, “Buddha” Peterson, a
founder of BSU, said that President Decatur’s appointment represents a conclusion
to this chapter in BSU’s history. “When I
heard that Sean Decatur was going to become president, I personally
came out here to watch him be page 3
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Christina Easton, operator of
library crane, passes away at 32
EVEY WEISBLAT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

The Crozier Center supplies condoms and other health products to Kenyon
students. If too many are taken at once, shortages occur. | REID STAUTBERG

Full stock of condoms, over
400, taken from Crozier
EVEY WEISBLAT
SENIOR NEWS EDITOR

On Friday morning, the managers of the Crozier Center for
Women discovered that their
house’s supply of over 400 condoms had been taken. That afternoon, they sent out a student-info
email informing the campus of
the situation.
“We want to stress that the issue is not taking too many condoms—take as many as you need
& then some to be safe,” the email
stated. “The issue is taking ALL of
the condoms.”
Crozier offers free condoms to
students as a way to promote safer
sex; members of the community
are encouraged to take them as
needed.
“[W]hen one person depletes
the supply (especially at the beginning of the weekend), other
students that need condoms won’t
have access to them,” managers
Camila Wise ’20 and Grace Harris
’20 wrote. “It’s is[sic] not only disrespectful to us and your peers—
but it discourages safer sex on
campus.”

The managers suggested that
if, in the future, anyone feels that
they need that many condoms at
once, they reach out by email first
so that the Center has time to restock. According to the Planned
Parenthood website, condoms cost
on average $1 apiece, although
prices vary depending on brand.
When contacted by the Collegian, the managers of Crozier
declined an interview, citing concerns that writing about the incident would encourage other students to take excessive amounts of
condoms, or turn the incident into
a joke by not taking it seriously.
“[F]ree public items literally
can’t be stolen so its[sic] not theft,
[and] there’s no reason to think
this was targeted as [C]rozier has
been very vocal about wanting to
provide safer sex supplies to the
entire community,” Harris wrote
in a text message. “We worry that
people will actually be less inclined to come to [C]rozier for the
supplies they need because of this
public shaming and fear of the
supplies being gatekept. [E]verything we wanted to say about it
was in the email.”

CORRECTION
The headline for the Sept. 26 article “Lords win two of three, head coach
Brown earns his 200th victory,” was incorrect, as the Lords only played two
games last week, winning both.
The Collegian regrets this error.

On Tuesday, West Quad
project crane operator Christina
Easton, 32, passed away. At the
time of her death, Easton was
heavily sedated and had been
breathing through a ventilator.
Easton had been struggling
with breathing issues since May.
On Sept. 11 she underwent an
open lung biopsy and was given a diagnosis of a rare autoimmune disorder, which progressed into an aggressive lung
infection. On Sept. 14 she was
transported to the James Cancer Hospital at Ohio State University, as the biopsy had left her
lungs in a critical state.
On Sept. 19, Tasha Noice,
a cousin to Easton, created a
GoFundMe page to support
Easton’s family and her four
children while her husband
took time off work to care for

his wife.
“Crissy has always been such
a hard worker and would never
ask for anything,” Noice wrote
on the page. “She would always
put everyone else’s needs before
her own.”
Easton dedicated her career to helping shape the world
around us. After graduating
from high school, she entered
the environmental restoration
program at Hocking College
in Nelsonville, Ohio, where she
spent four years in an apprenticeship, working with cranes
and learning alongside construction crews.
Easton became a main crane
operator after completing her
apprenticeship in 2010. During
her life, she worked on a number
of projects, including the Children’s Hospital in Columbus,
the Thompson Library at the
Ohio State University and more
recently the Facebook Data

Center in New Albany, Ohio.
While working on the West
Quad project, Easton had been
training fellow crane operator
McKenzie Dood, who is midway through her own apprenticeship.
After donating to Easton’s
GoFundMe, Mary Kathryn
Malone, language program coordinator and assistant professor of French, commented on
the page: “My son counts the
cranes every day on our way
into Gambier. “One .... two!
The cranes are building the bibary”,” she wrote. “Christina’s
work will be a lifelong memory
for him.”
Easton is survived by her
husband Brandon Easton and
her four children: Grant, Hazel, Olivia and Slayde. For those
wanting to support Easton’s
family, the GoFundMe page
created by Noice remains open
to donations.

Otterbein debate will host 12
Democratic candidates onstage
LINNEA MUMMA
STAFF WRITER

Local Digest is the Collegian’s
newest weekly feature, which
highlights the latest developments
in news stories across the state
and county.
For the first time this year,
12 qualifying Democratic candidates are set to take a single
debate stage in Ohio. Erin Burnett and Anderson Cooper of
CNN are expected to moderate the event, as well as The New
York Times’ national editor, Marc
Lacey. It will be held on the campus of Otterbein University in
Westerville, Ohio.
No other Democratic debate
this year has allowed for more
than 10 candidates on stage at
once. There was speculation as to
whether the debate would stretch
over one night or two, but the
Democratic National Committee ultimately decided that one

night would be most effective,
according to The Columbus Dispatch. While they did not provide an estimate as to how long
the debate would last, the previous one-night event stretched
over three hours.
Michael Grynbaum of the
New York Times believes that
having all 12 candidates on stage
at the same time could prove to
be an unwieldy process, as jealousy from candidates may lead
to cross-talk, which has proven
to be an issue in past debates.
Seeing as this could be the last
chance for undercard candidates
to make themselves heard, there
will likely be many points of interruption. But at this point in
the election process, it may be
best to see everyone at once.
“Our goal has always been to
expand viewership, and we also
believe that one night worked
well for this last debate,” a Demo-

cratic National Committee official told CNN.
“We’re at a point where voters want to see all the candidates,
particularly the leading candidates, on the stage at the same
time,” Ohio Democratic Chairman David Pepper told The Columbus Dispatch.
The debate will take place on
Oct. 15. It is due to include all 10 of
the candidates who appeared on
the stage last month in Houston,
in an event that garnered over 14
million viewers. The Houston
debate was the first to simultaneously feature both of the leading
Democratic candidates, former
Vice President Joseph R. Biden
Jr. and Senator of Massachusetts
Elizabeth Warren. In addition to
these 10 candidates, Representative Tulsi Gabbard of Hawaii and
Tom Steyer, a former hedge fund
investor, also qualified to appear
in this upcoming debate.
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New common hour policy aims to free up community time
A new policy prevents groups from scheduling mandatory events during common hour.
GRANT HOLT
STAFF WRITER

Earlier this semester, Provost Joseph Klesner sent out a
news bulletin announcing the
adaptation of a new Common
Hour policy. The email cited
“increasing pressure” to use
Common Hour for purposes not related to its original
function of providing time for
community events and speakers.
In March 2018, College faculty passed a resolution in reaffirming their commitment
to reserve half of all Common
Hours for events and activities
that “are common.” The resolution examined 2,622 Common Hour reservations made

between August 2015 and January 2018. 70.67% of the overall reservations were meetings, resulting in a Common
Hour that was “rarely a common hour.”
In support of this resolution, Klesner outlined a new
policy defining what would
be allowed during Common
Hour.
According to the new policy, Tuesday Common Hours
would be reserved for “public events or speakers that are
open to the entire community,” such as town halls with
President Decatur or campus
ceremonies. Common Hour
on Thursday would be for
“specialized lectures or speakers likely to draw more target-

ed audiences and may [also] be
used as general meeting time.”
Neither
day,
however,
would allow regular classes,
course or student activities, or
athletic practices to be scheduled during that time. Klesner
stated that the Office of Events
& Scheduling would refer to
these guidelines when approving requests to schedule events
during Common Hour.
The policy is an effort by
the administration to put
structure behind the faculty’s resolution. President Decatur’s Chief of Staff Susan
Morse cites a general sense of
students not being able to attend community events as the
drive behind this new policy.
“It was a general sense of

Common Hour being overscheduled, and people not being able to get to the things
that they wanted to get to that
were speakers or other events,”
Morse said.
Despite these restrictions,
student groups will still be
able to meet during Common
Hour. Morse emphasized that
Tuesday is being blocked out
for community events, with
Thursday remaining as a general meeting time. However,
the College is open to negotiation about the policy, if there
is enough student support.
Some students have been
receptive to the new policy. “I
see where they’re coming from
and mostly agree with it,”
Luke Hester ’20 said. “Having

a required event during Common Hour decreases students’
opportunities to attend community events. If, for example, you had to do something
in athletics, you couldn’t attend one of these community
events, and I think that decreases part of the Kenyon experience.”
While it remains to be seen
what impact the new policy
will have on campus culture,
Morse says it’s going to be an
ongoing process.
“I think if students have
concerns or questions about
their own pressures on their
schedules, [then] that’s something we should absolutely
have a conversation about,”
Morse said.

The Kenyon Review prepares
for coming leadership change
RONAN ELLIOTT
NEWS EDITOR

BSU alumni meet in Peirce Pub. The reunion was widely-attended by students and
graduates alike. The organization has grown in the past 50 years. | BEN NUTTER

BSU celebrates 50 years of
progress, outlines path ahead
Continued from Page 1

inaugurated,” Peterson said. “I said,
this makes it come full-circle from the
start of BSU. And what we asked for was
more attention to black students, black
students’ courses and we wanted black
faculty. And guess what? We have that.”
Kennerly said the 50-year reunion has
been in the works for a while. In fact, a
committee, consisting of BSU leadership,
BSU alums, the executive board, Kennerly and two faculty, began officially planning the reunion in January of this year,
although conversations had begun long
before that. Kennerly says his office received help in planning from a variety of
groups, including the Office of Alumni
and Parent Engagement and the Office of
Communications.
For the most part, Kennerly said the
weekend was a considerable success. Alums in attendance ranged from members of last year’s graduating class to
those who attended Kenyon as early as
the 1960s and early 70s. The oldest alum
in attendance was Victor Sparrow ’66.
The Saturday evening dinner and recognition ceremony had the largest turnout, with at least 140 people in attendance. At the ceremony, multiple BSU

alums were recognized for their past
contributions to the campus.
Other events included a tailgate at the
Homecoming football game, two panels,
an open mic, late-night celebrations, a
church service and a farewell brunch at
Cromwell Cottage, the home of President
Decatur.
For many, the highlight of the weekend was Michelle’s Alexander’s talk on
Friday night at Rosse Hall. Alexander,
author of the New York Times bestselling book The New Jim Crow, received a
standing ovation from Friday’s audience.
Her talk covered a multitude of issues,
ranging from the prison-industrial complex to concerns about police cybersecurity and discussions of race in academia.
“I’ve never seen so many black people
on campus before,” Thompson said, describing the crowd at Alexander’s talk.
“Especially with the decision for BSU
to take up the first four rows. Honestly
in my memory I can’t remember white
people there. Because it was like I looked
to my left, to my right, [and] it’s all black
people, all talking, engaging in conversation, making comments. So to have
so many of us in one room, and [to] feel
like a space was actually ours, [that] was
something that I didn’t know that I needed to feel.”

been chosen, they are unlikely to share
as strong a connection with Kenyon.
As the 2019 submission season comes
The editor is being selected from a nato an end, The Kenyon Review — Kentional pool of applicants with the help of
yon’s internationally renowned literKorn Ferry, an external consulting firm.
ary magazine — is preparing itself for a
Lynn hopes to have the new editor chochange in leadership: in June 2020, edisen by March or April of next year.
tor David Lynn ‘76 will step down from
As part of the transition process, the
his position. During his time as ediReview is cutting its fall submission
tor, Lynn has shepherded the magazine
window this year from six weeks to two.
through a number of changes, includThe change is intended to reduce the
ing the inception of the Kenyon Review
number of submissions that the new edAssociates program and the introducitor needs to process. However, a shorter
tion of the Kenyon Review Online.
submission period is nothing new to the
Now, Lynn is ready to give up his seat to
magazine; Abigail Serfass, the Review’s
someone new.
managing editor, describes it as a necesLynn clarified that he’s not retirsary step, given that the online submising—he simply believes
sion process makes
that, after 26 years as
it easier and easier
the editor, it’s time for
for more writers to
I’ve been edisomeone else to have a
submit.
tor for a long
chance.
“Even five or six
“I’ve been editor for long time, and I think we years ago we used to
a long long time, and need some fresh eyes in have a four-month
I think we need some the business.”
window,”
Serfass
fresh eyes in the busi- David Lynn, Editor of The
said. “Ever since
ness,” Lynn said. “I’m Kenyon Review
then, every year
going to step down and
we’ve been shortendo special writing projing and shortening
ects for the president [of Kenyon].”
and shortening. We just can’t process
Lynn joined The Kenyon Review in
that many submissions; we can’t get
1994. A Kenyon graduate, Lynn was inthrough them all. So we were hoping
vited back to the College to teach Engto limit this year by going down to two
lish. In those days, The Kenyon Review
weeks. Last year we had over 7,000 [subwas much smaller, and was on the verge
missions], but [with the shortened winof economic collapse; hiring Lynn was
dow] I think it’ll be less than that.”
the College’s attempt to revitalize the
Serfass will miss Lynn’s contribupublication.
tions, but she looks forward to what a
“They were about to close the journal
new editor might bring.
down, and at the last minute the trust“I think it’s going to be really hard to
ees of the College said that would be
say goodbye to David,” Serfass said. “I
crazy,” Lynn said. “So they turned to me
think we hope to see [a lot of his charand asked me to take over. In those days
acteristics] in a new person: openness to
we didn’t have any student volunteers
new ideas, [being] supportive to staff.
at all. All it was was me and a managBut I think we’re all looking for someing editor and a part-time secretary. All
one who does have a new vision, does
we did was put out a print journal three
have some fresh ideas—someone who’s
times a year—that was it.”
able to harness all the different conA lot has changed in the Review since
stituencies and make everyone work tothen, much of it thanks to Lynn’s influgether, in a way [that] I think David has
ence. While the new editor has not yet
done really well.”

“
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Kenyon alum dethrones Jeopardy champion in close match
ADAM SCHWAGER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Many people dream about being on the popular quiz show Jeopardy, and just as many dream of
winning a game on it. Former Kenyon Quiz Bowl member and Collegian editor Gabe Brison-Trezise
’15 lived out both of those dreams
recently, not only appearing in last
Thursday’s episode, but also dethroning 19-time defending champion Jason Zuffranieri in a thrilling Final Jeopardy comeback.
Brison-Trezise started his journey over two years ago when he
took the Jeopardy online test and
was emailed a request for an inperson audition in the spring of
2018. After completing the in-person portion of the process in New
York City, he received no notification about whether or not he would
appear on the show.
“I didn’t get the call [to participate] until this summer, so more
than a year had passed,” BrisonTrezise said. “I had kind of written
it off, assumed that I would have to

try again if I still wanted to be on
the show—but sure enough, I got
the call and went off to [Los Angeles] in early August and taped.”
After staying with a friend from
Kenyon in Los Angeles, BrisonTrezise appeared on the Sony studio lot and saw what he was up
against. “When I saw [Zuffranieri]
there on the lot, I knew that he
must be on a really long streak because he ended season 35 with six
wins and there had already been
a couple of tape days in July, and
each tape day is five games so the
wheels were turning in my mind
and I knew he must of won 10 more
games,” Brison-Trezise said. “Obviously, that’s intimidating because
it’s not a fluke whenever anybody
wins that many times in a row.
They know their stuff and they’ve
also figured out the gameplay and
how to maximize their chances.”
On a typical tape day, Jeopardy
records five shows, which air one at
a time throughout the week. With
his first game airing on Thursday,
Brison-Trezise was able to watch

by composer Alan John & librettist Dennis Watkins, is about this
building that opened in 1973.”
“I read that they [write Final
Jeopardy] clues a little bit differently than all the other clues. They
make it so you have to think about
it and chew on it to arrive at the
right answer. It’s rarely something
where you immediately [know it],
it’s more something that you have
to figure out using the process of
elimination,” Brison-Trezise said.
Gabe Brison-Trezise ’15, former Quiz Bowl player, stands beside host
“I wasn’t sure about the answer, but
Alex Trebek on Jeopardy. | COURTESY OF GABE BRISON-TREZISE
I thought, the Sydney Opera House
Zuffranieri win three games be- after Double Jeopardy. To guaran- sort of fits the bill because it’s more
fore he faced him as well as fel- tee a chance at winning entering recent … I was running short on
low first-time contestant Christine Final Jeopardy, a contestant needs time and I just started writing, and
Ryan. Zuffranieri demonstrated to have at least half of the leading I happened to be right.”
his dominance throughout the contestant’s total, or else the leadHe was correct and Jason was
opening Jeopardy round, and de- ing contestant could bet nothing not, guessing “What is the Prado?”
spite Brison-Trezise getting the and still win the game. By getting With his $11,200 bet, Brison-TrezDaily Double question correct, he two of the last three questions of ise secured his upset of the contesstill trailed by $3,400 entering the the round correct, Brison-Trezise tant in who had taken home the
Double Jeopardy round.
was able to keep himself in the third-greatest amount of money in
In the Double Jeopardy round, game for the final round.
Jeopardy history. Though BrisonBrison-Trezise was just able to hold
The Final Jeopardy category Trezise lost the following game, he
on to have a chance in Final Jeop- was World Landmarks, and the finished with a take-home total of
ardy, trailing $21,000 to $11,200 clue read “‘The Eighth Wonder,’ $22,400.

Students and faculty remain at
New ‘Campus Mediators’
odds over “Send Silence Packing” to help resolve conflicts
Continued from Page 1

they are and resources still don’t exist … I understand
that it’s hard to bring counselors here. But in that case, resources need to be reallocated so that we have the funds
in order to attract counselors to come here. And I don’t
understand what could be more important than the safety of our students.”
Multiple students also asked Bonham to apologize
for “Send Silence Packing,” which she did via email the
next day.
“I took to heart that the exhibition, which seeks to
raise awareness of mental health concerns on college
campuses, was not what many on this college campus
needed to feel seen, heard or safe. Our community suffered a loss last spring, and the exhibition added to the
grief and vulnerability that some in our community are
feeling,” she wrote. ”[F]or that I am sorry.”
Another topic that came up at the forum was funding, both for the $7,500 exhibition and for the Counseling Center’s services. “We’re told that we have to raise our
$70,000 tuition in order [to get more counselors]. But I
think instead, we need to reach out to our really rich donors and stop accepting lavish gifts, like a statue for a library that doesn’t even exist,” said Semmelhack.
Smith addressed funding concerns during Monday’s Student Council meeting. “Send Silence Packing,”
he said, was paid for out of an endowed fund for health
promotion.
Later in the meeting, three PCs read a statement explaining and apologizing for the organization’s role in
the exhibit, which they said was “antithetical to [their]
core mission.”
According to the statement, the PCs received an
email from Smith about the event in late August, but
were unable to speak with him in person about their concerns until mid-September. In his original email, Smith
wrote that the exhibit’s venue was subject to change with
the PCs’ input. The PCs spoke with Mike Durham a
week later about the location, and one PC made flyers to
inform the community about “Send Silence Packing.”
Those flyers were emailed to Smith for printing but never
distributed.

After reading the statement, George Goldman ’20
added that the PCs did not intend to “disparage, or attribute malintent” to any administrator.
“There’s been many conversations internally with
the Peer Counselors that go like this. We signed up to
become Peer Counselors because we cared about supporting students, but ironically, in our role in the past
two years, we have felt more constrained than [we would
have] if we were not Peer Counselors,” Goldman said.
In response to the PCs’ statement, Smith said,
“There’s some things that are true in there, and I think
there are some things that were very much not true.”
Smith said he had spoken with Associate Director for
Substance Abuse and Case Management Mike Durham, who supervises PCs, earlier that day, and claimed
that the PCs never conveyed any concerns about “Send
Silence Packing” to him. PC Shara Morgan ’20 said that
she had personally expressed her concerns to Durham.
Smith also addressed the PCs’ frustration with the
imposed restrictions on their organization, a result of
their recent incorporation into the Counseling Center.
“The reason that many of these constraints have been
put on you all is because you were acting as counselors,”
Smith said. “None of you all have training for that, and
some of the things that were being done were very unsafe for your peers … There’s a history of some things
being mismanaged.”
PC Ella Musher-Eizenman ’22 asked Smith directly
what he thought of the PCs’ intent to hold small group
sessions.
“The reason we haven’t done listening sessions … is
because every time [that] we come back and say ‘What’s
your plan?’ we’ve never received a plan,” Smith said.
Morgan responded that nobody had ever asked the
PCs for a plan.
“Oh, we’ve asked a lot, Shara,” said Smith. “We’ll try
anything with a plan.”
Musher-Eizenmann then promised to bring him a
plan for listening sessions.
“Then let’s see a plan,” Smith said. “Because I’ve never
seen one.”
Though they share the goal of providing support to
the Kenyon community, tensions between staff and students linger in the fallout of “Send Silence Packing.”

KAYLEIGH MCCOY
NEWS ASSISTANT

Next semester, students, faculty
and staff seeking help with conflict
resolution will have a new resource
to turn to: a group of Kenyon community members called Campus Mediators. This organization of Kenyon
students, faculty and staff will serve
under and be trained by the Ombuds
Office to provide mediation services
as well as facilitate on-campus dialogue.
The idea for the program arose
after alumnus Jim Tull ’85, an international conflict resolution specialist,
learned of the uproar across campus
in response to Professor of Drama
Wendy MacLeod’s ’81 controversial
play The Good Samaritan. Many Kenyon community members felt the
play contained racist and offensive
portrayals of immigrants.
Tull reached out to Kenyon Ombudsperson Carrie Knell and President Decatur about conflict management on campus, offering many
ideas, including the mediation program.
Knell hopes the program will help
expand dialogue and conflict resolution across campus, as well as address
broader issues, going beyond the
normal scope of the Ombuds Office.
Knell also emphasized the advantage
of having current students involved
in mediation of campus disputes.
“Sometimes it’s nice to have a peer
help you through because they understand things a little better of what
individuals are going through,” Knell
said. “People may sometimes like to
have someone they can identify a bit

more with.”
The program presents an opportunity for participants to gain mediation and conflict resolution experience, skills that Knell believes are
valuable and applicable in everyday
life.
Similarly, Knell hopes the program will lead to an increase in conflict resolution acuity across campus.
“It’s not about keeping conflicts from
happening,” she said. “It’s learning
how we can address them early and
productively and do it in a way that is
healthy conflict resolution and actually makes the community stronger
and more connected.”
As outlined on the website, the
Campus Mediators will co-mediate
peer conflicts, facilitate programs
such as Kenyon Listens and act as a
resource for conflict resolution on
campus.
Knell plans to increase the program over the next four years by
training a new class each year. She
hopes that the individuals chosen
will direct the future trajectory of
the program, and that the program
could potentially expand beyond Kenyon and into the local community,
as Knox County lacks any sort of mediation center or similar program.
Once individuals are selected, the
first class of Campus Mediators will
return to campus two days early in
January to attend training facilitated
by the Dayton Mediation Center.
Despite the fact that the deadline
is over two weeks away, interest is
high, with 28 applications received
as of Wednesday. Applications are
due October 19 and can be submitted
through the Kenyon website.
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Bob Dylan’s concert at Rosse in 1964 was a sight to behold
With only a guitar and harmonica, Dylan delivered a vulnernable and intimate performance.
FRED GIRON-GIESSEN
STAFF WRITER

If a current Kenyon student
were told that the king of folk,
Bob Dylan, once performed at
their school, it would elicit an
incredulous look. A man of such
notoriety traveling to a far-removed part of Ohio to perform
at a small college seems outrageous in retrospect.
An article written in the November 20, 1964 edition of the
Kenyon Collegian titled “A Day
with Bob Dylan,” reports of
Dylan and his reaction to Kenyon College. According to the
article, upon driving through
and seeing the campus, Dylan
said: “Wow, great place for a
school! Man, if I went here I’d be
out in the woods all day gettin’
drunk. Get me a chick,’ […] ‘settle down, raise some kids.” This
certainly gives Kenyon some
clout and alludes to the ambience of Gambier as interpreted
by one of the most well known
singer-songwriters of all time.
Bob Dylan arrived in Ohio
in early November of 1964 “pale
and nervous.” He was only 22
years old and at the peak of his
soon-to-end folk phase. Daniel
Epstein ’70, author of the book
“The Ballad of Bob Dylan: A
Portrait,” says in an interview
that “[at] that concert in early
November of ’64, [Kenyon students] were seeing one of the
last solo acoustic concerts that
he ever gave.” Soon after his visit

to Kenyon, Dylan went on to incorporate a band and transition
to electric.
The student body at the time
of Dylan’s concert was characterized by the Collegian as “predominantly conservative.” The
students “applauded at every
derogatory mention of prejudice, injustice, segregation, or
nuclear warfare.” That begs the
question: What was so influential about Bob Dylan that he was
able to sway such an unlikely
audience?
Gregory Spaid ’69—a current
Kenyon professor who attended
the performance as a student—
wrote an account in which he
describes Dylan’s entrance:
“He walked onto the Rosse Hall
stage holding an acoustic guitar
and with a harmonica strapped
to his neck. No fanfare. No introduction. No attempt to ingratiate himself with the audience.” Dylan did not attempt to
distract the audience by wearing
costumes or having advanced
technology; he simply sang poetry that pervaded the crowd.
“One of the things that made
him so great was his vulnerability and how intimate he was with
the audience at this point in his
career,” Epstein wrote. “People
just want to touch him, they
want to talk to him, they want to
know him. And it’s a gift. It has
to do with being a poet, it has to
do with having a message.”
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Left: Dylan performs on stage at Rosse Hall. Right: An image of Dylan playing the guitar that was published in the Kenyon Collegian. |COURTESY OF GREENSLADE SPECIAL COLLECTIONS & ARCHIVES

Senior Class Total:

Junior Class Total:

Sophomore Class Total:

First -Year Class Total:

8

8

7

4

Answer

Jane Zisman ‘20

Emma Spivack ‘21

Bradley Berklich ‘22

What is the radio station number
(FM) for WKCO?

91.9 FM

91.9

91.9

90.0

91.9

The chocolate and caramel
desserts often served at Peirce
are known as “Chef ___ Bars.”

Jeremy

Bob Supreme

Dave

Jeremy

Max

How many living presidents are
there (including Donald Trump)?

5

5

4

5

What artifact did Nicolas Cage’s
character steal in the movie
National Treasure?

Declaration of
Independence

The Declaration of
Independence

A scroll

Declaration of
Independence

Weekly Scores

3
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1

3

Julia Majesky ‘23

4

A necklace
1
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Left: Mount Vernon community members celebrate after winning a point in roundnet. Right: A hat is pictured displaying the Spikeball logo. | COURTESY OF NICK HARTLEY

A new Mount Vernon club puts roundnet front and center
JACKSON WALD
FEATURES EDITOR

Across the exterior of Wiggin Street Coffee hangs a series of posters reading, in
boldface type, “Mount Vernon Roundnet Club.” The
club, founded by Mount Vernon resident Nick Hartley,
aims to foster a community
of people who love the game
of roundnet — colloquially
referred to as Spikeball (the
company who produces the
equipment for the sport)—
with hopes of competing at a
tournament level.
Roundnet was created in
the late 1980s and skyrocketed in popularity close to a decade ago with the emergence
of the company Spikeball.
“I’d say one of the things
that is super great about
[roundnet] is just...the accessibility of playing the game.
First of all, you only need four
people to play. So that’s not a
big requirement. And then
the game — to buy a Spikeball
set is going to run you like
less than $100.” said Richie
Carchia, a former Kenyon

student who now attends the
College of Charleston, and is
one of the founding members
of the College of Charleston
Spikeball Club. “So it’s not
really a big cost … It’s super
easy to get into. You can kind
of just hop in a game without
really knowing how to play
and pick it up, and just have a
good time.”
The sport, as it is played
competitively, is centered
around a net with a threefoot diameter, eight-inch
height and trampoline-like
consistency.
Four players, in teams of
two, stand around the net
opposite one another and attempt to bounce a small rubber ball off of it, with the goal
of hitting the ball in such a
way that the opponent is unable to return the shot. The
first team to 21 points is victorious.
Hartley, a graduate of
Centerburg High School and
registered nurse at the Knox
Community Hospital, began playing roundnet in 2015
with people he knew from the

area. However, as time went
on, he became more serious and passionate about the
sport.
“I went in with my brother, and we played in a tournament [in 2015]. And then
we tried another tournament
the year after ... just for fun
and to be with other people
that liked the sport,” Hartley
recalled. “And as I realized
that the sport was growing, I
kind of got more into it. So by
the end of last year, I tossed
around the idea in my head,
to see if I could … run a club
and meet people in the area
that actually liked it enough
to play on a weekly basis.”
The club’s meeting time,
as listed on the poster, is on
Wednesdays from 5:30 to 9:00
p.m. However, according to
Hartley, the group often plays
late into the night.
“As we’ve gone on from the
start of spring, [when] the
weather’s first started hold
out for us, we were able to
play for almost two hours [a
night].” Hartley said. “In the
middle of summer, it was four

hours of play time before we
had to call it for the night.”
The Mount Vernon Roundnet Club accepts players of
all varying skills and experience, and usually practices on
the Mount Vernon Nazarene
University (MVNU) soccer practice fields. For more
advanced players, the club
is hosting a tournament on
October 19 at MVNU, where
half of the proceeds will go to

a local charity.
As Hartley continues to
build a dedicated community,
he envisions a bright future
for the club and the sport.
“My hope would be to basically help continue to grow
the sport,” Hartley said. “I’m
hoping to spread out to basically gather people who want
to come and participate, to
play and represent the Knox
County area in roundnet.”

The club poses for a group photo. | COURTESY OF NICK HARTLEY

Roundnet, a four player game involving a ball and a small net, can be played competitively on a variety of surfaces, such as grass and sand. | COURTESY OF NICK HARTLEY
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Artist profile: Virginia Kane uses poetry to promote activism
PAIGE KELLER
STAFF WRITER

Virginia Kane ’22 has always been
driven to follow her passions. As we
discussed her poetry outside of Wiggin Street Coffee on a sunny Friday afternoon, she reflected on the “writer’s
workshops” she had in kindergarten. Of
course, Kane didn’t always know that she
wanted to specialize in poetry, writing in
a wide variety of styles throughout her
academic career. “My high school had
one creative writing class it offered and
it got canceled … so poetry was really
something that I had to seek out on my
own,” Kane said.
Once she decided to focus on poetry,
Kane became hooked, attending spoken
word events, watching video performances and even participating in the Kenyon
Review Young Writers Workshop during the summer. At the program, she met
established writers who inspired her to
pursue writing as a career. Kane remains
thankful for Kenyon and the program because “there are so many spaces here that
allow for expression of the written word.”
Writers today have many pressing
social and political issues to discuss,
but Kane was inspired immediately by
the climate crisis, saying that she writes
about “climate change but normally intertwined with other issues … I think a
lot about how we treat the earth and the
natural environment as representative
for how other things can decay or be destroyed.” Kane’s settings for her poems
tend to be more personal. “A lot of people

Last year, Kane published her chapbook “If Organic Deodorant Was Made for Dancing.” | COURTESY OF VIRGINIA KANE

think you have to talk about the broad
to be relatable … but to actually make it
more relatable I think you have to talk
about the more personal,” she said. Kane
then referenced a poem she wrote titled
“perennials,” where she connects climate
change to her father’s garden: “i was eight
in the living room when an iceberg / the
size of Connecticut broke off the Antarctic Ice Shelf / as i cried my parents insisted they would not be playing / cards right
now if they thought the Earth was dying.”
Last spring, Kane published a book of
poetry—often referred to as a chapbook—
titled “If Organic Deodorant Was Made

for Dancing,” through the newly created
student-run Sunset Press. Through this
draining but rewarding project, Kane
had her first professional experience with
publishing and learned how to open up
about personal subjects. “It was valuable
enough to me that I was willing to have
hard conversations and be open about the
things we don’t talk about in many parts
of our culture,” she said.
Kane’s writing process is anything but
organized, as she is often inspired by random observations throughout her day.
Eventually, all of these small observations
will coalesce into a piece. She stressed the

Paid Advertisement

importance of setting aside at least a few
minutes every day to work on her poems.
Currently, writing a little every day is her
main goal as she tackles classes in the Department of Creative Writing, though she
notes that, for many people, it is a privilege to have even a little time every day.
Despite being kept busy by her studies,
Kane is still planning poetry readings at
Kenyon and in the surrounding community, primarily focusing on redefining female beauty and body standards.
Her story and future plans are examples for others to follow their passion and
create real change in the world.
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Gund Gallery Late Night lights up a Thursday with colors
GRACE KORTHUIS
STAFF WRITER

On Thursday night, Kenyon students gathered for Late
Night at the Gund Gallery. This
month, the event’s theme was
color blocks, taking inspiration
from one of the museum’s current exhibits: Meg Cranston’s
’82 series, "Hue, Saturation,
Value: The Archer Paintings."
The exhibit features a collection of paintings that depict
an array of colors in varying
tones. The atmosphere of Late
Night was spirited and bright:
People mingled and laughed,
feasted on themed snacks and
examined the art and crafted
collages together.
Late Nights at Gund Gallery are put on by the Education and Visitor Experience
Team of Gund Gallery Associates. One of the team leaders, Ella Musher-Eizenman ’22,
organized Thursday’s event.
Musher-Eizenman is interested
in pursuing gallery and museum work after she graduates,
which led her to seek work as a

Gallery associate. These events
“This exhibition is showing
provide associates the oppor- how colors can relate to cultunity to share their apprecia- tural norms, gender and other
tion of art with the greater Ke- things,” Branche said. He denyon community.
scribed how colors have varyIn the lower level of the Gal- ing associations for different
lery, a table featured a wide people, and commented on the
selection of foods in different discrepancies in tone of the
colors to correspond with the contrasting paintings.
color block theme. Most notaThroughout the night, stuble was the variety of brightly dent band The Millennial
colored Jellos. At the opposite Pinks performed in the Galend of the room, another table lery’s upper level. The lively,
boasted an
warm atmoarray of colsphere fosThis exhibition
ored papers,
is showing how tered a sense
paint samof closeness
ples,
scis- colors can relate to culand creativsors,
glue, tural norms, gender and
ity. As the
tissue paper other things.”
night drew
and
other
to a close,
materials for Dijibril Branche ’23
gentle acousstudents to
tic
guitar
experiment
formed
a
with collaging.
backdrop for the art and conDjibril Branche ’23, a new versation. For students strugGund Gallery associate, gave gling to cope with stress as
tours of the art exhibits during the end of the school week
the Late Night event.
approached, the event was a
Branche expressed his own much-needed opportunity to
thoughtful response to "The relax and connect with other
Archer Paintings."
people.

“

Students gather around snacks and paper collages. | COURTESY
OF ALASIA DESTINE–DEFREECE AND SOPHIA DE LA CRUIZ

This event gave students the
opportunity to explore the art
in the gallery in new, more profound ways. “I feel like I got to
connect with the art more than
I usually do,” said Katya Naphtali ’23 after touring the exhibit, as the night drew to a close.
The Late Night at Gund Gallery gave Kenyon students the

opportunity to come together
to share their own unique perceptions of art in a festive environment.
The next Late Night at Gund
Gallery will be on Thursday,
October 31 from 8 p.m. to 10
p.m. These events are open to
all Kenyon students and community members.

Late Nights at the Gund Gallery give students opportunity to interact with the art in new ways. | COURTESY OF ALASIA DESTINE– DEFREECE AND SOPHIA DE LA CRUIZ

Leggy rocks the Horn with a fusion of punk and dream pop
The Cincinnati-based indie band brought an intense energy reminiscent of other Ohio acts.
JOSEPH POZO
STAFF WRITER

Aptly described by lead singer Veronique Allaer as “pop sincerity employing fun lyrics with punk energy,”
Cincinnati-based indie band Leggy
performed last Friday at the Horn
Gallery. Although Leggy’s high-energy style is no stranger to the Horn,
the band’s mix of punk and dream
pop added a unique sound to the
Horn’s recent lineup of bands.
Fresh off a UK tour, Leggy returned to their roots to play at a
wide range of venues across Ohio. It
is these same venues that have fos-

tered Ohio’s vibrant music scene
and produced a wide range of wellknown artists from the likes of Kid
Cudi to The National. “Ohio is always cranking out really good stuff,”
drummer Chris Cambell remarked.
“And there’s a really strong sense of
community here. We’ve met a lot of
our friends and fans just from going
to Ohio shows for the last five to 10
years.”
Opening for Leggy, Kenyon’s own
Day Moon set a tone seemingly different from the act that would follow. Although Day Moon’s Jeff Buckley-esque songs of yearning did not
feature Leggy’s “lush punk ” style of

power anthems, the similarities in
the song structures and lyrical focus
of the two bands were apparent. Never ones for artifice, both Leggy and
Day Moon accentuated their honest
song structures with highly personal
lyricism.
Although their tempo and overall sound design were distinctly different from the band to follow, the
midwestern simplicity of Day Moon
succeeded in preparing an eager audience for Leggy’s electric performance.
A relatively small audience at Friday’s show facilitated, arguably, the
ideal environment to listen to Leggy:

open spaces to jam once Cambell’s
electrifying drums hit their strides
and the ability to listen at your own
pace, taking in Allaer’s empowering lyricism as well as her cuttingly
harmonic voice. Combining humble
chord progressions with heavily distorted guitar riffs, the thread that
connects Leggy with other native
Ohio acts like Heart Attack Man and
the Black Keys soon became clear: lofi potency propelled through heavyhitting and often upbeat percussion.
The Horn follows Leggy’s performance with Rob Stokes and Sir E.U’s
jazz and acoustic futurism on Saturday, Oct. 5 at 9:30 p.m.
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Embracing
the purpose of
Common Hour
The College has adopted a new Common Hour policy that aims to reduce the number of private meetings
that happen during the hour-long window on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. The students, faculty and staff of the
College should embrace this reaffirmation of Common
Hour’s true purpose.
We often remember the Common Hours devoted to
ombuds-facilitated dialogues and panel discussions on
controversial plays. Even so, the majority of them that
have not been spent eating lunch have been devoted to
small meetings, on-campus job-related programming
and other activities that group students together by
what they study, where they work, what team they are
on and other such dividing lines. The time is often used
in trivial ways, and, despite the many conflicting events
happening every week at that time, faculty and organizational figureheads still see it as a time to host compulsory meetings or out-of-class sessions.
This, however, is not the purpose of Common Hour.
Common Hour, though it has existed in various forms
over the years, has been around in its current form for
nearly 40 years. When Campus Senate submitted its
proposal to the Student Affairs Committee for endorsement on Feb. 25, 1981, the stated purpose of the Hour
was “to further a sense of community at the College by
providing a time for all members of the College to gather,” according to that week’s edition of the Kenyon Collegian. Clearly, over the years, the function of Common
Hour has drifted away from its mission.
The new policy that Provost Joseph Klesner announced is a step in the right direction, acknowledging the way that Common Hour has proved useful to
groups on campus in recent years while nudging it back
to its original purpose. In particular, we at the Collegian
hope that Klesner’s suggestion that the Tuesday hour be
used for a regular town halls with President Decatur (or
other ceremonies) becomes reality.
The only times that there have been concerted efforts
to bring the whole campus together at Kenyon are in
times of crisis, after divisive events like the controversy
surrounding The Good Samaritan and the “Send Silence
Packing” exhibit. What if we gathered for more than
just reactions and panel discussions? We propose that
if Common Hour was truly used to bring the community together — students, faculty and staff — perhaps,
through asking each other questions, hearing answers
and relating to one another, we would come to create a
culture of greater understanding.
Imagine it: students, faculty and staff, all in the same
room. Not as a reaction to a campus crisis, not for the
announcement of some new donation, building project
or capital campaign, but simply because we all live and
work here.
In addition to regular campus gatherings, this time
should also be used to emphasize the importance of rest,
an activity that often gets overlooked in the hustle and
bustle of daily life.
We at the Collegian believe that organizations should
be banned from scheduling events during at least one of
the two Common Hours. As the school continues their
emphasis on ‘high-impact practices,’ students and staff
alike are becoming overwhelmed. It is vital to the mental health and well-being of the students to have at least
one hour a week secured for campus-wide downtime.
We are too often siloed by being students, faculty,
staff, on-campus employees, athletes, club members and
all the rest. We have 24 hours a day, five days a week for
this. Let’s allow two hours of reprieve from these distinctions.
It’s time to make Common Hour common again.
The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-inchief Becca Foley ’20 and Adam Schwager ’20, and executive director Tommy Johnson ’20. You can contact
them at foley1@kenyon.edu, schwager1@kenyon.edu
and johnson1@kenyon.edu, respectively.
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The aftermath of “Send Silence Packing”:
Are administrators listening to students?
KARINNE ROBBINS
CONTRIBUTOR

According to a pamphlet I received
after walking through the recent
“Send Silence Packing” installation,
the display’s purpose was twofold: “to
raise mental health awareness and inspire action for suicide prevention.”
Based on these purported goals, I understand Cox Health and Counseling
Center Director Chris Smith’s intention in bringing it to Kenyon. It is certainly important to host discussions
about mental illness and suicide on
college campuses. However, despite
Vice President of Student Affairs Meredith Harper Bonham’s ’92 suggestion
in a Sept. 25 email to students, a “continued campus dialogue” about mental
health is no longer beneficial to Kenyon students because it does not lead
to necessary changes.
If the administration is truly committed to our well-being, they will
cease these calls for ‘discourse’ and
instead dedicate more resources to improve the Counseling Center’s inadequate services.
Kenyon students have participated in challenging discussions about
mental health for years. We were well
aware of the pervasiveness of suicide
before “Send Silence Packing,” especially after last semester’s traumatic
loss. So why, then, did administrators
think a lack of awareness or discussion
was the problem? And why did they
believe a community forum would address the systemic issues plaguing the
Counseling Center?
Despite their pretense of open communication, these forums nonetheless
reveal that administrators and Coun-

seling Center staff are not interested in
real change. They simply want to assuage our anger with the promise of a
‘listening ear’ as they ignore our cries
for adequate resources. It is certainly
easier for Kenyon’s administration and
Counseling Center to momentarily
placate students than it is to address
our demands for better mental health
services. But empty platitudes like ‘we
hear you’ are not enough to ensure
our well-being, and advertising the
Counseling Center’s insufficient services—services that cannot meet student needs—actually jeopardizes our
safety.
The Counseling Center and administration cannot escape accountability
with more awareness campaigns or
community forums—they must adopt
practical changes that actively address our concerns. At minimum, the
Counseling Center should increase the
number of counselors available to students, even if the current ‘counselorto-student’ ratio is typical for a college
of Kenyon’s size. It should also ensure
that counselors are qualified, diverse
and trained in cultural competency to
support students at the highest risk of
mental illness (i.e. students from low
socioeconomic backgrounds, students
of color, LGBT students, etc.).
The Task Force on Emotional
Health and Well-Being must guarantee that its committee members are a
diverse group of individuals willing
to listen to community feedback after
publicizing their findings.
Most importantly, the Counseling
Center must prioritize student health
over administrative concerns regarding insufficient financial resources or

legal liability. Even if adequate mental health resources do become available, I wonder whether students would
trust them completely if the Counseling Center continues to enact change
without ensuring transparency, meet
administrative demands at the expense of student safety and crush student attempts to support one another
(e.g. the 2018 termination of critical
Peer Counselor services).
Awareness may be the first step to
change, but it is not enough to produce
it. Students have been aware of the Cox
Health and Counseling Center’s limitations for years. Now, we need to see
the administration take action, implement changes based on student input
and support us wholeheartedly.
So, in the interest of holding the
Counseling Center and administration accountable after bringing “Send
Silence Packing” to campus, I pose
these questions: Now that students
have made you aware of the Counseling Center’s inadequacies, do you feel
inspired to effectively treat mental illness and prevent suicide on campus?
Are you ready, then, to meet our demands for action? Are you prepared to
allocate the resources needed to provide students with high-quality counseling? Or will you continue to force
all 1,700 Kenyon students to make do
with only four full-time counselors,
a minimum two-week wait for an appointment and the knowledge that you
care more about preventing liability
than improving our lives?
Karinne Robbins ’20 is a Psychology major from Los Angeles, California.
You can contact her at robbins1@kenyon.edu.

VISHAD ONTA

The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed on
this page belong only to the writers. Columns and letters to the editors do not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the community are
welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor.
The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous
letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the Tuesday
prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and appropriateness. Members of the
editorial board reserve the right to reject any submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect the views of Kenyon College.
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Kenyon students must not buy into student debt forgiveness
SALVATORE MACCHIONE
CONTRIBUTOR

Kenyon students are smart. Very
smart. Almost “too smart for our
own good” smart. Along the same
lines, Kenyon students are progressive. Very progressive. Borderline
“utopian idealist” progressive. This,
of course, is not a criticism. We,
as Kenyon students, are all intelligent human beings who share our
school’s unabashed desire to help
ourselves, others and our environment. There’s nothing wrong with
that. There is something potentially
harmful, however, with blindly believing unfeasible promises from our
progressive politicians, such as Bernie Sanders’ and Elizabeth Warren’s
proposed plans to fully eliminate
student debt if either of them were to
be elected.
Kenyon College’s current cost
of attendance totals $71,150 for one
year of school. 29 percent of all students have taken out federal loans in

order to afford tuition. Unfortunately, this means that at least 29 percent
of us, including yours truly, will be in
debt after we graduate.
Luckily for us, Sanders and Warren have promised the near-total
elimination of any and all outstanding student debt, past or present.
How do they plan to expunge $1.5
trillion in combined national student loan debt? With Wall Street
speculation and “ultra wealth” taxes. That sounds perfect—in fact, it
sounds more than perfect: It’s ideal.
Unfortunately, their plans are far too
idealistic, and thus unfeasible in nature, but Kenyon students don’t seem
to care.
Despite being a steadfast liberal,
I’m also a realist. That’s not to say
the majority of liberals aren’t realists.
However, talking to and overhearing
some fellow Kenyon peers suggests
differently. At the inaugural Kenyon
Democrats club meeting, there were
a handful of first years who, when introducing themselves, made known

CROSSWORD
Across
1. To put on a pedestal
6. Belch
10. Shakes, as with a
finger
14. Huckleberry Finn,
e.g.
15. Burden
16. Don Giovanni’s
solo, perhaps
17. Infinity
18. Affectations
19. Tehrani tender
20. Dividing by zero,
on a calculator
21. Mission
_________, what
Kenyon is revising
23. Like the father-inlaw of Anne Boelyn
24. ___ Aviv
25. Short of patience
26. Where a cross
country race begins
28. Winter-induced
depression
29. Hedwig, for
instance
30. Not debit
35. No more than
39. Amount taken
from a Crozier stock,
per Student-Info email
42. “I’m on a Boat”
locale
43. Post-mortem tax
44. kenyoncollegian.
com
45. Stephen Colbert’s
home channel

47. Upbeat sort of attitude
49. Astronomy’s
domain
52. ___ culpa
55. To eliminate
56. Situation induced
by 39-Across
58. To build
61. Soprano’s rival
62. Japan or Italy, in
WWII
63. To see eye to eye
64. Pleased
65. Egypt’s irrigator
66. “Blue _____
Shoes”
67. Pots
68. Girl on Fire Alicia
69. What just
happened to the
Across clues
Down
1. Royal subject of
The Favourite
2. Portal, in
Monsters, Inc.
3. Care too much
about
4. Luncheon of the
Boating Party
painter
5. Lovecraftian
6. To self-aggrandize
7. To come together
8. Like Knox County,
compared to
Franklin
9. “Hey you!”
10. Prepared for a

their overwhelming support for Bernie and Warren, yielding snaps, positive yips and a cry of “free college!”
Meanwhile, at the Sept. 13 Democratic Presidential Debate viewing
party, Warren’s then-undeveloped
wealth tax was met with sporadic
cheers, nods of agreement and a euphoric “that’s my girl!” On the other
hand, Biden’s yet-to-be-named optional government healthcare proposal, which would be funded with
a similar reinstated ultra-wealth
tax and investment fees yielded
scoffs, snickers and a “you’re too old,
Biden!” It is Biden’s plan, however,
that is the closest in amount and procedure to previously successful taxation plans of Clinton and Obama,
and is the plan that I support and
would deem most feasible.
I’ll say it again. We’re Kenyon
students. We’re smart and progressive. However, we’re occasionally
blinded by our own overabundance
of these traits. In just over a month,
I have observed an absurd tendency

for Kenyon liberals to haphazardly
align themselves with the most overwhelmingly progressive politicians,
as opposed to those whose policies
are most beneficial to students and
their values. Biden and Warren have
nearly identical tax plans, but the
former, as a more moderate candidate, was heckled into oblivion, and
the latter, more progressive candidate praised like an angel heard on
high.
On the logistical side, it is naive
to assume that either Warren’s or
Sanders’ student debt forgiveness
plan would get through Congress
promptly, if at all. Obama’s 2012
wealth tax of 1.45% took a year and
a half to get through both chambers
of Congress, and was met with heavy
resistance from lobbyists.
Now double that tax, apply it to a
broader range of incomes, and propose it during the height of a resurgence of ultra-conservative, alt-right
rhetoric brought by our sitting orange in the Oval Office. It’s a recipe

for a flop.
The problem is, the Democratic
candidates’ plans sound fantastic,
and to some impressionable, feverous Kenyon voters, they appear to be
perfect. They are simply not.
You can vote for whoever you
want. Vote for Sanders, vote for
Warren—heck, even vote for Yang.
Do not, however, vote for them exclusively because of their student
debt-forgiveness plan, no matter
how tempting it sounds as a cashstrapped liberal arts kid. Now,
don’t get me wrong: I want my debt
to be forgiven. I want to be able to
walk upon Middle Path and not be
weighed down by the hundreds of
dollars each week on campus is costing me, now and in the future. However, in our current political climate,
it’s just not realistic for that to happen any time soon, if at all.
Salvatore Macchione ’23 is an
undeclared major from Chicago, Illinois. You can contact him at macchione1@kenyon.edu.

Cameron Austin
Crossword Editor

game
11. Astrological ram
12. Green purveyor of
vegetables
13. Bitter, as a person
22. Apple Maps
number
26. Couch
27. Deux and zwei
28. Never mind, to an
editor
31. Regrets
32. nnn
33. Rachel Carson’s
chemical of critique
34. Disarmed paramilitary, as of 1997
36. Stole
37. Dung deposit
38. Namesake of Israel-Palestine accords
40. Nocturnal
campus critters
41. To wane
46. Actor Affleck or
Stiller
48. Coveted contraption in A Christmas
Story
49. Chaos
50. Like the vortex
that struck Ohio in
February
51. Myosin’s mate
52. Feline subject (of
recent Atlantic fame!)
53. Poet Dickinson
54. Mule daddies
59. To give up
60. Began a round of
golf

Congrats to Zoe Miller ‘23 and Sophie Wise ’23 for being the first to submit a correct solution to last week’s puzzle!
Did you finish this crossword? Email a photo of your finished crossword to
crossword@kenyoncollegian.com for the chance to get a shoutout!
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Lords extend
win streak to
eight games
JOE WINT
STAFF WRITER

KENYON
ALLEGHENY

Haley Witschey ’20 rises up to return the ball over the net. The Ladies record is now 3-11. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA

Volleyball defeats rival Oberlin at home,
struggles against Denison and Heidelberg
SAM HAGA
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon women’s
volleyball team opened
their NCAC season with
a doubleheader this past
weekend.
On Friday night, the Ladies beat the Oberlin College Yeowomen 3-1, extending their winning streak
against Oberlin to five.
Despite falling short in the
first set 25-14, the Ladies
came back strong, dominating the next three sets.
The team won the second
set 25-16, before earning a
hard-fought 25-21 third set
victory.

The Ladies then finished
out the match in a consistent
fourth set, besting Oberlin
25-16. Mackenzie Bruzzio
’20 and Lauren Limbach ’21
produced standout performances, each boasting 10
kills and one block apiece.
Limbach noted that the win
was a “great energy boost
for [their] team.” The two
teams had similar statistics throughout the game.
However, Kenyon’s 11 aces
dwarfed Oberlin’s three,
which allowed the Ladies to
maintain their lead.
The second of the Ladies’
two matches this weekend
had them face off against

Denison University. The
Ladies fell 3-0, with Denison’s Emma Woerner and
Sophie Tight putting out
commanding performances. Woener’s 16 kills and
Tight’s 29 assists allowed
for an otherwise statistically close performance to
go Denison’s way. The Ladies kept each of the three
sets close, but fell 25-18, 2521, 27-25. “[T]he Denison
match confirmed [their]
ability to stay competitive
with tough teams,” Limbach said.
In their third match on
Tuesday, the Ladies fell in
straight sets on the road

to Heidelberg University,
24-19, 25-13, 25-20. The
Student Princes moved to
16-3 on the season, while
Kenyon dropped to 3-11.
However, there were some
notable performances from
the purple and black: Limbach recorded eight kills
in the loss, while Bruzzio
added six kills and 13 digs.
Meghan Cason ’21 recorded
13 assists, and Ellie Luciani
’22 had 14 digs.
The Ladies’ next matchup will take place on
Thursday against Muskingum University Fighting
Muskies in New Concord,
Ohio.

Led by veteran experience, Golf finishes
sixth at Mason-Dixon Collegiate Classic
FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER

This past weekend, the Lords
golf team traveled to Abbottstown,
Pa., where they participated in the
Mason-Dixon Collegiate Classic at
the Bridges Golf Club. It was a large
field of competition, with 18 colleges
sending teams to the tournament.
The Lords started strong in their

first day of competition, especially
Eric Lifson ’21, who shot a 73 on the
day, which was good for 1 over par
at the Bridges Golf Club. Also contributing to the Lords’ high team
finish at the end of the first round
was Andrew Kotler ’21, who finished
with 75 strokes (+3), along with Nick
Lust ’22 and Lawrence Courtney ’21,
who both turned in 77-stroke performances (+4). Rounding out the top

Eric Lifson ’21 hits the ball out of a bunker. At the Classic, The Lords combined for
an overall score of 610 strokes. | COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS

five performers for the Lords was
Ethan Manalo ’22, who shot a 78 on
the day. These five golfers were responsible for Kenyon’s team score of
302, which earned them a third-place
standing at the end of the first day.
The second day of play saw the
Lords’ play take a slight dip, as the
team’s top-seeded golfer, Lifson,
turned in a 76-stroke performance
(+4). Kotler, Lust and Manalo each
also added two strokes to their tallies
from the first day to give the Lords a
second-day score of 308.
Altogether, the Lords combined
for a team score of 610, placing them
sixth overall amongst the 18 participating teams.
“This last weekend was not our
best performance as a team,” Lust
said. “We had high expectations
coming in and did not quite fulfill
those. However we still had a solid
showing and it’s something we can
build off going into our last tournament of the year.”
Next for Kenyon golf is the Mount
Vernon Nazarene University Cougar
Golf Classic on October 5.

2
0

The Kenyon men’s soccer team improved their record to 9-1, winning
their game this week against the Allegheny College Gators to extend
their winning streak to eight straight
games. The Lords travelled to Meadville, Pa. for a late-afternoon start
to their first NCAC contest of the
season. The No. 22nd-ranked Lords
were able to defeat the Gators in a
close 2-0 victory.
The game began in a tense stalemate, with both teams swapping
close, on-target chances throughout
the first half. Kenyon keeper Ian McInturf ’21 stood firm in goal, saving
five of eight shots in the first 45 minutes. Sam Carson ’22 had Kenyon’s
first legitimate offensive chance,
sending a strike to the bottom right
of the goal but was met by opposing
keeper Nick Ferreira.
The second half proved more successful for the Lords: Kenyon’s defense yielded only three more chances to Allegheny’s offense. McInturf
continued his dominant showing in
goal, finishing the game with eight
saves.
In the 52nd minute, Gunner Found
’20 lofted a ball across the box off of
a corner kick and found Chayne Bruneau ’23, who headed it in over the
goalie for his first career collegiate
goal. Fellow first year Mac Nardiello-Smith ’23 notched his third goal of
the year to secure Kenyon’s 2-0 victory with only three minutes remaining in regulation.
The Lords will return home to face
Wittenberg University on October 5
at 3:30 p.m. in another NCAC contest.

Chayne Bruneau ’23 rises up for a
header, scoring a key goal. | COURTESY
OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS
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Lords win first home game in three years, sneak by Hiram
ADAM SCHWAGER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

1,099 days: That’s how long it had
been since McBride Field had seen a
victory from their home side. Among
the seven current full-time coaches, only Defensive Line and Special
Teams coach Tom Lachendro witnessed that victory three years ago.
However, on Homecoming Saturday,
the Lords were able to treat their fans
to their first home win since Homecoming 2016, overcoming a halftime
deficit to defeat the Hiram College
Terriers 15-12.
The Lords got out to a slow start
on offense. Despite out-gaining the
Terriers by over 60 yards in the first
half, the Lords offense was repeatedly halted by penalties, specifically
three holding calls on their bangedup offensive line. This led to the Lords
only going 1-for-7 on third down and
0-for-2 on fourth down, while Hiram
was able to go 3-for-5 on third down.
This dichotomy led to a 6-0 Terriers
lead at the half, with Hiram converting two key third downs on the only
scoring drive of the first half.
However, the Lords’ coaching staff realized that the problems
weren’t with their game plan—as the
quick pace had actually been very effective up to that point—but rather
with their execution. “I told them [at
halftime] that the only reason we’re
losing this game is because of penalties, because of mental errors [and]
because of lack of execution. It had
nothing to do with our gameplan; it’s

all self-inflicted,” Head Coach James
Rosenbury II said. “I thought, offensively, we just need to execute better.
‘If you do those things,’ I told them,
‘we’ll blow the door off them.’”
Luckily for Rosenbury and the
Lords, first year Andrew Schnarre
stepped up. First, Schnarre helped
pick up a key 3rd-and-12 conversion
from the Kenyon 38-yard line with a
32-yard reception over the top of the
defense. Then, on 4th-and-6 from
the Hiram 26-yard line, with the
Lords offense seemingly stalled once
again, quarterback Thomas Merkle
’20 and Schnarre re-energized the
unit. Hiram defensive lineman Brandon Turner, who had just recovered a
Merkle fumble on the previous drive,
broke through the offensive line
quickly.
However, Merkle saw the pressure
and stepped back as a diving Turner
flew by. Merkle then rolled out to his
right, lofting a ball up to the right pylon for Schnarre.
“It was just a little bit of a scramble drill,” Schnarre said. “[Merkle]
started scrambling around, and [I]
just tried to find grass and he put it up
there for me.”
Schnarre’s heroics did not end
with that drive. Now leading 7-6, the
Lords’ stellar defense held Hiram to
a 3-and-out, something they ended
up doing six times throughout the
course of the game. Just 30 seconds
after his touchdown, Schnarre broke
through the Terriers’ punt protection
team and got a hand on the ball. The
ball then proceeded to fall right into
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the hands of Jimmy Andrews ’21 at
the Hiram 29-yard line.
“I felt like I was getting off the
ball pretty easily throughout the first
half, and I felt like I could block one,”
Schnarre said. “Our coach called
punt block, and I just kind of got free.”
However, even with the desirable
field position, the Lords’ offense still
needed to capitalize. In the first half,
they were in a similar position, starting on the Hiram 25-yard line off
a Jack Sherritt ’22 interception, but
lost yardage and came away with no
points. Once again, Schnarre made a
play, this time a 15-yard reception on
first down to put the Lords at the Hiram 14-yard line. Schnarre then drew
a pass interference call on 3rd-and-2
from the Hiram 6-yard line that gave
the Lords a fresh set of downs from
the Hiram 2.
After a pair of rushes from running back Eddie Pozo ’20 failed to
score a touchdown, the Lords reached
in the back of their playbook to increase their lead.
Offensive coordinator Andy Allison had Merkle in the shotgun with
five receivers out wide, forcing the
Terriers to spread their defense across
the endzone to respect the pass. Then
Merkle looked to his left and his right,
tapping his helmet and shouting what
appeared to be an audible. However,
as he moved toward the line, Merkle
quickly set up under center, took the
snap and found a seam into the end
zone.
“Coach Allison said earlier in the
week that he thought we could get

Andrew Schnarre ‘23 sprints upfield past a group of Hiram defenders. The Lords prevailed 15-12. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA

them and that while we were checking at the line they were relaxed and
put their guard down,” Merkle said. “I
was thinking to myself ‘I don’t know
if they’re going to buy it,’ and if they
didn’t buy it we were in bad shape. But
they bit, and it worked exactly the way
we wanted it too, so all credit to [Allison].”
Then, up 13-6, Rosenbury made
his boldest call of the game: On the
extra point attempt, holder Gage Anzulavich ’22 pulled the ball, rolled out
and passed to defensive tackle Trevor
Brown ’20 in the endzone for the twopoint conversion.
The Lords weren’t going to take
their two-possession lead for granted
however, as just last year the Terriers
had made a fourth-quarter comeback in similar circumstances against

them.
After giving up a touchdown, but
stopping a two-point conversion attempt, the Lords were up 15-12 with
6:25 left and possession of the ball.
That’s when Andrews was given the
ball to run out the clock.
“We were in a similar situation
last year and we ended up losing and I
didn’t get the call,” Andrews said. “So
I knew this year that I’d have to step
up when I got the call.”
The Terriers did get the ball back
with 1:42 seconds left, but the Lords’
defense had one of their most impressive series all season, sealing the game
on a Sherritt sack with one minute remaining.
The Lords will look to improve
on their 2-2 record this Saturday at
Oberlin College.

This week in 1962, one of the biggest crowds in
Kenyon football history at the time came to see
the inaugural game at the new $30,000 Pierre
McBride Field.

Women’s soccer defeats Allegheny Field Hockey wins fifth
Gators in double-overtime thriller and sixth straight games
SYDNEY SCHULMAN
STAFF WRITER

This past weekend, the Kenyon women’s soccer team defeated Allegheny College at
their home stadium in Meadville, Pa. 1-0 in double overtime. The match, spanning
nearly 110 minutes of gameplay,
was a persistent and extended
battle.
The majority of the match
was tightly contested, with neither team scoring in regulation.
Allegheny held a slight edge
when it came to shots taken (1413) and corner kicks (7-5). Both
Kenyon and Allegheny had
eight shots on goal. Kenyon’s
goalkeeper Erika Freiberg ’23
successfully deflected all eight
of the Gators’ attempts, resulting in the first shutout of her
college career.

As the time remaining in
double overtime dwindled to 19
seconds, all eyes fell on Caroline McNeer ’21 as she set up
a potential game-winner for
classmate Maddie Ladd ’21.
Ladd fired the shot home, which
proved to be the deciding goal.
“Caroline played a beautiful ball over the Allegheny back
line that made it an easy slot to
the back post,” Ladd said. “As a
team, we fought really hard for
110 minutes. We faced a lot of
new challenges this past game,
but overcame a lot of them and
grew together as a team. [We]
are ready to learn from these as
we prepare for Wittenberg this
Saturday at home.”
The game also served as a
new experience for first-year
players, who played double
overtime for the first time in
their collegiate career.

“[Going into double overtime] is never ideal, but we were
so happy to come away with a
big win. From this game, we
learned to just keep working.
Although skill matters, it really
comes down to work ethic when
it comes to winning games,” defender Flynn Klace ’23 said.
Klace and other first years
have looked to their upperclassmen teammates as a model for
this work ethic both in this
game and throughout the season.
“It is very comforting to
have upperclassmen with me in
the back line,” Klace said. “I feel
very lucky to have such talented
and supportive teammates.”
The Ladies will keep their
momentum going this weekend when they face Wittenberg
University at 1 p.m. at Mavec
Field.

REESE CASAIS
STAFF WRITER

On Thursday, the Kenyon field
hockey team defeated the College of
Wooster 2-1 and then followed up with
a 3-1 victory over DePauw University to
extend their winning streak to six. The
pair of wins brought Kenyon to a 7-2
record halfway through the season.
In the game against Wooster, Kenyon set the tone immediately with a
goal by Sarah Metzmaier ’22 at the seven-minute mark. The purple and black
maintained their 1-0 lead until the
third quarter, when Wooster scored on
a penalty corner with three minutes remaining. The Ladies scored again three
minutes into the fourth quarter with
another goal by Metzmaier, assisted
by Olivia O’Connell ’21. Kenyon took
13 shots on goal, while Wooster could
muster only one. The Ladies would go
on to win 2-1.
The game against DePauw featured

no scoring in the first quarter, but Kenyon pulled ahead by scoring twice in
the second quarter. Hannah Sklar ’20
scored five minutes into the quarter off
a penalty corner with Emma Hyer ’22
recording the assist. Metzmaier scored
a second goal with seven minutes remaining. Kenyon extended their lead
to 3-0 when Metzmaier scored again
thanks to an assist from Carolyn Herbosa ’23. DePauw scored their first and
only goal of the game on a penalty corner with four minutes remaining. The
Ladies defense played well again, with
goalkeeper Payton Doan ’23 only needing to save four shots. The game ended
with a score of 3-1 in favor of the Ladies.
With her productive week, scoring
four out of Kenyon’s five goals, Metzmaier leads the team with nine goals,
accounting for almost half of Kenyon’s
21 goals this season. The Ladies’ next
game is on Tuesday against Denison
University as they seek to extend their
winning streak to seven.

